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The First Congregational Church 

of the United Church of Christ 

Stockbridge, Massachusetts 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

August 6, 2023—10:00 a.m. 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

GATHERING MUSIC            Peter Frost 

PRELUDE    Adagio, by Tommaso Albinoni  

FRAMING WORDS           Pastor Brent Damrow 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP  

INTROIT    Meditation (Anon)  

 

Notes:  

 This week we draw heavily from the Iona Community and their 

wonderful “Wee Worship Book.”  Iona is an ecumenical worship 

community in Scotland bringing new life to an ancient Monastery.  

 On communion Sundays, we invite our children to begin in Sunday School 

so that they can return to the sanctuary for communion. 

 Each week in worship we welcome people to share their prayers.  If you 

like for a worship leader to read your prayer, please fill out a prayer slip 

and leave it in the marked basket at either entrance to the Sanctuary.   

 For those worshipping at home: you are also invited to text the names of 

those attending to 413-644-6435 that we might welcome you. 
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GATHERING PRAYER  Come, Holy Spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*HYMN     Gather Us In, verses 1 & 2            See page 11 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   from A Wee Worship Book 

One: Gather us in, the lost and lonely, 

 The broken and breaking, the tired and the aching 

 Who long for the nourishment  

 Found at your feast. 

All: Gather us in, 

One: the done and the doubting, 

 The wishing and wondering, the puzzled and pondering 

 Who long for the company found at your feast. 

All: Gather us in, 

One: the proud and pretentious, 

 The sure and superior, 

 The never inferior, 

 Who long for the levelling 

 Found at your feast. continued 
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All: Gather us in, 

One: the bright and the bustling, 

 The stirrers, the shakers, the kind laughter makers 

 Who long for the deeper joys found at your feast. 

All: Gather us in 

One: from corner or limelight, from mansion or campsite, 

 From fears and obsession, from tears and depression, 

 From untold excesses, from treasured successes, 

 To meet, to eat, be given a seat, 

 Be joined to the vine, be offered new wine, 

 Become like the least, be found at the feast. 

All: Gather us in! 

*HYMN    Gather Us In, verses 3 & 4     See page 11 

WELCOME                    Pastor Brent 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND RESTORATION (from the Iona Community)  

One: We gather in God’s name. We claim Christ’s promised presence. My siblings 

 in Christ, not out of dread and fear but believing that God is faithful to 

 forgive, let us rid ourselves of what we need to carry no longer.  

All: Eternal God, maker of the skies above, lowly Christ, born amidst the 

 growing earth, Spirit of life, wind over the flowing waters, in earth and 

 sky, you are there.  

One: O hidden mystery, sun behind all suns, soul behind all souls, in everything 

 we touch, in everyone we meet, your presence is around us, and we give 

 you thanks.  

All: But when we have not touched but trampled you in creation, when we 

 have not met but missed you in one another when we have not received 

 but rejected you in the poor, forgive us, and hear now our plea for mercy.  

One: Hear now the words of Jesus for all who are truly sorry and seek to renew 

 their lives: your sins are forgiven. Go in peace; come and follow me.  

All: Lead us now, O God, to acknowledge your costly generosity by living as 

 forgiven people, until heaven and earth rejoice and the whole earth cries 

 Glory! Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY   Sometimes I feel like a Motherless Child (Spiritual)  
              arr. by Peter Frost 

*DOXOLOGY          Laast Uns Erfruen 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low;  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, Triune, whom we adore.   

  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

BRINGING OUR PRAYERS 

PRAYER RESPONSE   Intermezzo by Gerald Peterson  

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING  Matthew 14:13-21   

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted 

place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot 

from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 

compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples 

came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send 

the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.’ Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go away; you give them 

something to eat.’ They replied, ‘We have nothing here but five loaves and 

two fish.’ And he said, ‘Bring them here to me.’ Then he ordered the crowds to 

sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to 

heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and 

the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they 

took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those 

who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.  

REFLECTION    Stories     Pastor Brent 
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*HYMN

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING AT THE TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
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SHARING THE STORY    from A Wee Worship Book 

Celebrant: What we do here, we do 

 In imitation of what Christ first did. 

 To his followers in every age, 

 Jesus gave an example and command. 

 Rooted in the experience he shared With his disciples 

 In an upstairs room in Jerusalem. 

All: On the night on which he was betrayed, 

 And as they were sitting at a meal, 

 Jesus took a piece of bread and broke it. 

 He gave it to the disciples saying, 

 “This is my body. It is broken for you. 

 Do this to remember me.” 

 Later, after they had eaten, 

 He took a cup of wine and said, 

 “This cup is the new relationship with God 

 Made possible because of my death. 

 Drink this all of you, to remember me.” 

Celebrant:  So now we do as Jesus did. 

 We take this bread and this wine, 

 The produce of the earth and fruit of human labor. 

 In these, Jesus has promised to be present; 

 Through these, Christ can make us whole. 
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BRINGING AND BLESSING THE FEAST  

SHARING THE MEAL 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Let us pray.   

In gratitude, in deep gratitude, 

For this moment, this meal, these people, 

We give ourselves to you. 

Take us out to live as changed people 

Because we have shared the Living Bread 

And cannot remain the same. 

Ask much of us, expect much from us, 

Enable much by us. Encourage many through us. 

So, Lord, may we live to your glory, both as inhabitants of earth 

And citizens of the commonwealth of heaven. Amen 

ACTIVE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We invite you to give to your local food pantry.  You can also leave canned goods and 

staples for the People’s Pantry and the Pop-Up Pantry in baskets at each exit. 

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 

INVITATIONS   Christmas in August, Cindy Brown 

     Planned Giving, Tom Ruffing 

*SENDING CHARGE 

One: The cross, 

All: We shall take it; 

One: the bread, 

All: We shall break it; 

One: the pain, 

All: We shall bear it; 

One: the joy, 

All: We shall share it; 

One: the Gospel, 

All:  We shall live it; 

One: the love, 

All: We shall give it; 

One: the light, 

All: We shall cherish it; 

One: the darkness, 

All: God shall perish it. 
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*HYMN
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*BENEDICTION                    Pastor Brent 

 

POSTLUDE   Fugue in D, by William Selby 

 

 

 

 

  

Music Notes  ~ Peter Frost 

As I began to imagine how I wanted to arrange one of my favorite 

spirituals, Sometimes I feel like a Motherless Child; I thought about how much 

suffering bore this beautiful and haunting melody. I chose to draw on my 

professional acting training and work experience which teaches us to use our 

own personal experiences to slip inside a character. Using two compositional 

techniques I worked to bring out the pain and suffering of an enslaved person 

as I imagined it through my own childhood story. Having witnessed and felt 

the tremendous and enduring struggle my mother went through when I was 

young, this felt like it might work. You will hear that I used a 

predominance of dissonant clustering chords throughout, hoping to still 

bring out the beauty of the melody. The second technique I used was a series 

of accents (stressed notes) to try and bring out the suffering and intense 

physical labor the enslaved people endured. If you are not adverse towards 

dissonance, you may enjoy this setting.  
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Welcome!  We are an Open and Affirming Church which means that we invite persons of every 

sexual orientation, gender identification and expression, racial and cultural identity, age, physical 

ability, economic circumstance, faith background and family structure to share fully in the  

ministry, leadership and fellowship of this congregation’s life in Christ. 

The Rev. Brent Damrow, Pastor  

Peter Frost, Minister of Music 

Will Garrison, Administrator   

Marion Pomeroy, Financial Secretary 

Will Curtiss and Will Pohl, Livestream Technicians 

 (413) 298-3137  |  office@stockbridgeucc.org  |  stockbridgeucc.org 

 All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723107 

Announcements 

The Service League is having a Summer 

Fair on Saturday, August 12. We 

welcome donations of baked goods, 

fresh produce, and cut flowers. We are 

asking for food to be individually 

wrapped so it's easy to grab and eat on 

the go - cookies, muffins, brownies, bars, 

etc.  No pies or cakes please. Goodies 

can be dropped off at the Church from 

9:45-10:00 a.m. that morning. 

Wednesday Dinners Continue 

Eating together nourishes our bodies 

and our souls. All are welcome to dinner 

on August 9 at the church. The food will 

be ready at 5:30 p.m. and served until 

7:30 or so.  People may arrive whenever 

is best for them and stay as long as they 

like.  The food will be simple, nut-free, 

and include a vegetarian and gluten-free 

option.   

No one is obligated to bring anything. 

Those who wish to contribute, help cook, 

or bring a dish can.  But don’t worry 

about obligations; simply come and be 

part of the meal.   

 

From the Scholarship Committee  

Calling all students who are 

matriculated in undergraduate or 

graduate programs:  If you're a church 

member, or child of a church member or 

employee, please apply for a scholarship 

by August 30.  All you have to do is send 

an email to Will in the office or  

me (mhhornick@gmail.com)  specifying 

where you are enrolled and what degree 

you're pursuing.  We hope to hear from 

you!  ~  Margaret Hornick 

Rally Day  September 10 

As summer winds down, we gather for a 

special Sunday: Rally Day, a joyful day 

to reconnect in relationship and faith. 

The Choir will be up in the loft, Sunday 

programs for children resume, adult 

studies launch, and more.  It is a day 

where we share the adventures of our 

Sunday even as we set off on new 

adventures together as a church. 

Following worship, there will be a 

special fellowship hour planned for the 

front lawn (weather permitting).  Mark 

your calendars, bring your friends and 

family, come and see!   


