
  

 

Children are welcome to begin with music and storytelling in the classroom. 

Please pick up your communion elements on your way into the sanctuary.  

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                    Peter Frost  

PRELUDE    Improvisation on Communion Hymns  

FRAMING WORDS/WELCOME           Pastor Brent Damrow 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

INTROIT    O for a World (Azmon), words by Miriam Therese Winter   

BRINGING OF THE LIGHT/TIME OF GRATITUDE  

*CALL TO WORSHIP            Jo Ann Levitt 

One: This place for us is Holy Ground. 

All: The place where we sing songs of praise to the Lord, and repeat the 

 stories of faith that inspire us to respond to Christ’s love. 

One: God called us here, in whispering winds and in burning flames, 

All: God’s presence disarms us of the barriers we have placed around us. 

One: Instead God meets us in our vulnerability, our fullness, and our humanity. 

All: Let us worship the Lord. 

— written by Rev. MaryAnn R. Rennie (minister of Corstorphine: St. Anne’s Parish 

Church in Edinburgh) for the Church of Scotland’s Starters for Sunday website. 

*HYMN     They Did not Build in Vain           See page 6 
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE  

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

O Lord, hear our prayers: 

Prayers for hope for those who feel hopeless 

Prayers for healing for those who need healing 

Prayers for jobs for those who are jobless 

Prayers for community for those who feel lonely 

Prayers for peace for those whose lives are filled with conflict. 

Prayers for understanding for those seeking to be understood. 

Prayers for comfort those who grieve. 

Prayers for food for those who hunger. 

Prayers for shelter for those who are homeless. 

Prayers for clean water for those whose waters are contaminated 

Prayers for rain for those who live in drought. 

Prayers for a time of drying for those who are facing too much rain. 

Prayers for freedom for those who live under dictatorships. 

Prayers for wisdom for our leaders. 

Prayers for spiritual growth and health for our churches. 

Prayers for your Kingdom to reign here on earth. 

(Time for Silent Prayers of Joy and Concern) 

Amen. 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY      Draw the Circle Wide                Light/Miller  

*DOXOLOGY          Lasst Uns Erfreuen 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low;  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, Triune, whom we adore.   

  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
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*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING Exodus 3:1-15          Elizabeth Young 

MESSAGE    Always Becoming             Pastor Brent 

*HYMN    Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah verse 1       See page 7 

Children are invited to take part in Sunday School classes.
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-

in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led 

his flock beyond the wilderness, and came 

to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and 

the bush was blazing, yet it was not 

consumed. Then Moses said, ‘I must turn 

aside and look at this great sight, and see 

why the bush is not burned up.’ When 

the Lord saw that he had turned aside to 

see, God called to him out of the bush, 

‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I 

am.’ Then he said, ‘Come no closer! 

Remove the sandals from your feet, for the 

place on which you are standing is holy 

ground.’ He said further, ‘I am the God of 

your father, the God of Abraham, the God 

of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses 

hid his face, for he was afraid to look at 

God. 

Then the Lord said, ‘I have observed the 

misery of my people who are in Egypt; I 

have heard their cry on account of their 

taskmasters. Indeed, I know their 

sufferings, and I have come down to 

deliver them from the Egyptians, and to 

bring them up out of that land to a good 

and broad land, a land flowing with milk 

and honey, to the country of the 

Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 

Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 

Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now 

come to me; I have also seen how the 

Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will 

send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, 

the Israelites, out of Egypt.’ But Moses said 

to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to 

Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of 

Egypt?’ He said, ‘I will be with you; and 

this shall be the sign for you that it is I who 

sent you: when you have brought the 

people out of Egypt, you shall worship 

God on this mountain.’ 

But Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the 

Israelites and say to them, “The God of 

your ancestors has sent me to you”, and 

they ask me, “What is his name?” what 

shall I say to them?’ God said to Moses, 

‘I am who I am.’ He said further, ‘Thus you 

shall say to the Israelites, “I am has sent me 

to you.” ’ God also said to Moses, ‘Thus 

you shall say to the Israelites, 

“The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob, has sent me to you”: 

This is my name for ever, 

and this my title for all generations. 
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GATHERING AT THE TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE                     Carl Bradford 

Leader:  We gather around the Table in places far and near 

Side 1:  Eating Sourdough, Rye, Tortillas 

Side 2:  Crackers, Wafers, Gluten Free, and Wonderbread– 

All:        The body of Christ. 

Leader:  Drinking the wine or the juice 

Side 1:  from handmade chalices and silver goblets, 

Side 2:  golden spoons, and little mini cups– 

All:        The blood of Christ. 

Leader:  The bread and the cup unite us with all who would follow Jesus. 

Side 1:  This meal reaches back through the centuries. 

Side 2:  This table reaches around the world. 

All:        Let us eat and drink with joy. 

~ written by Joanna Harader, posted on her Spacious Faith blog, spaciousfaith.com   

READING    1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

BLESSING AND SHARING THE MEAL 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  Sung Lord’s Prayer, Mark Miller        See page 8 

ACTIVE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
We invite you to give to your local food pantry.  You can also leave canned goods and 

staples for the People’s Pantry and the Pop-Up Pantry in the baskets. 

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 
 

INVITATION TO THE RAMP DEDICATION        Pastor Brent 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 

LITURGY OF DEDICATION 

One: Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not stop them, for it is to 
 them that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 

All: We dedicate this ramp answering the call to welcome all the children of 
 this world to this house and home of Christ.      
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One: For nearly 200 years our sanctuary has welcomed the community 
 through its doors to handle the mysteries of life and death.  For 140 years 
 the Jonathan Edwards Room has served as the living room for 
 Stockbridge.  For nearly 70 years the John Sergeant Wing has hosted 
 meetings, seminars, twelve step groups, and other gatherings.  

All: We dedicate this ramp; opening our spaces and our hearts to any and all 
 seeking truth, beauty, hope, peace, healing, or love. 

One: Through our Capital Campaign we have dedicated ourselves to honoring 
 the facilities and spaces of the church left in our care by those who have 
 come before. 

All: May this ramp be an enduring reminder of our calling to welcome, love 
 and serve.  May it urge us to leave this place as a gift and blessing to 
 those who will follow. 

PRAYER OF BLESSING AND DEDICATION 

REMARKS                  Cathy Clark 

INVITATIONS AND BENEDICTION 

SUNG SENDING Bread of the World in Mercy Broken      Heber/Bourgeois  

Welcome!  We are an Open and Affirming Church which means that we invite persons of every 

sexual orientation, gender identification and expression, racial and cultural identity, age, physical 

ability, economic circumstance, faith background and family structure to share fully in the  

ministry, leadership and fellowship of this congregation’s life in Christ. 

 (413) 298-3137  |  office@stockbridgeucc.org  |  stockbridgeucc.org 

 All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723107 

Music Notes  ~ Peter Frost 

There is some evidence that suggests that the Greek text to "Let all mortal flesh keep 

silence” (last hymn played during preludes today) dates back to the 5th century. 

The current text is from the Liturgy of St. James. Originally it was believed that the 

text came from James the lesser (brother of Jesus) but further evidence has led 

elsewhere. The tune, Picardy is a book of French folk-songs entitled: Chansons 

Populaires des Provinces de France.  
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The New Century Hymnal (1995) 
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verse 1 

 

Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs (1990) 
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Sung Lords Prayer          Mark Miller  


