
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                  Peter Frost 

PRELUDE      Reflection, by Peter Frost 

FRAMING WORDS              Pastor Brent Damrow 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT / TIME OF GRATITUDE  

*SONG    What a Covenant, vss. 1 & 3 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                   Drea Pecor 

One: In a world that cries out, “Fear me!” 

All: We will listen to Jesus’ words, “Don’t be afraid!” 
 

One: In a world that wants us to hate the other… 

All: We will live Jesus’ call to, “Love God. 

 Love your neighbour, as you love yourself.” 
 

One: In a world that radicalizes… 

All: We, too, will be radical.  Radical with our hospitality. 

 Radical with our hope.  Radical with our love. 

Each week in worship we welcome people to share their prayers.  If you like 

for a worship leader to read your prayer, please fill out a prayer slip. 

For those worshipping at home: you are invited to text the names of those 

attending to 413-644-6435 that we might welcome you.  Please also include 

prayers of joys and concerns as we will name them in worship.  

The First Congregational Church 

of the United Church of Christ 

Stockbridge, Massachusetts 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

October 8, 2023—10:00 a.m. 

continued 
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One: Then come to this place, ready to be who we are called to be. 

All: Let us gather together and worship God.  

~ written by Richard Bott, posted on Sharing Liturgy. liturgy.richardbott.com/ 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE  

TIME WITH CHILDREN    Commandments 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our God, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.   Amen.    

  Children may go to music / story time. 

INTROIT     My Lord! What a Morning  

             Sung by Liza Catino, Katha Chamberlain, Amy Ukena  

CONTEMPORARY READING Sara Miles, Take This Bread: A Radical Conversion 

                  Jeremy Ridenour  

“What I heard, and continue to hear, is a voice that can crack religious and 

political convictions open, that advocates for the least qualified, least 

official, least likely; that upsets the established order and makes a joke of 

certainty. It proclaims against reason that the hungry will be fed, that those 

cast down will be raised up, and that all things, including my own failures, 

are being made new. It offers food without exception to the worthy and 

unworthy, the screwed-up and pious, and then commands everyone to do 

the same. It doesn't promise to solve or erase suffering but to transform it, 

pledging that by loving one another, even through pain, we will find more 

life. And it insists that by opening ourselves to strangers, the despised or 

frightening or unintelligible other, we will see more and more of the holy, 

since, without exception, all people are one body: God’s. ”  

MOMENT FOR MISSION  Cathedral of the Beloved      Cindy Brown 

*HYMN       Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song  See page 6 

WELCOME                                   Pastor Brent 

http://liturgy.richardbott.com/
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THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING Deuteronomy 5:1-21, 6:4-9        Jeremy Ridenour 

SERMON    Hinge           Pastor Brent 

*HYMN    God Marked a Line and Told the Sea        See page 7 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

 Remember to place your prayer tags in the offering plates if you would 

 like them lifted. They will be read as written.  

OFFERTORY     Song for World Peace, Two Ancient Texts       Haugen/Grundahl  

          Sung by Liza Catino, Katha Chamberlain, Amy Ukena  

*DOXOLOGY          Lasst Uns Erfreuen 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low;  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, Triune, whom we adore.   

  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS 

BRINGING OUR PRAYERS / PRAYER RESPONSE            

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 

*SENDING CHARGE written by Nathan Nettleton        Drea Pecor 

INVITATIONS                           Pastor Brent 

*HYMN   In the Midst of New Dimensions                 See page 8 

*BENEDICTION                          Pastor Brent 

BENEDICTION RESPONSE    Love is Love is Love is Love, Abbie Betinis  

Siblings in Christ, go out into the world 

and love the Lord your God  

with all your heart, soul, mind and 

 strength, 

and love others as you love yourself. 

And may God give you justice and 

 freedom; 

May Christ Jesus set you free for love; 

and may the Holy Spirit go where you go 

........and protect you on your way.  
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Welcome!  We are an Open and Affirming Church which means that we invite persons of 

every sexual orientation, gender identification and expression, racial and cultural identity, 

age, physical ability, economic circumstance, faith background and family structure to share 

fully in the  ministry, leadership and fellowship of this congregation’s life in Christ. 

 (413) 298-3137  |  office@stockbridgeucc.org  |  stockbridgeucc.org 

 All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723107 

Music Notes 

Composer Abbie Betinis writes: "Love is Love is Love is 

dedicated to the victims, and survivors, of hate crimes 

everywhere, and specifically for those at the Pulse Nightclub in Orlando on June 

12, 2016.  Love is often the bravest thing we do.  May love prevail.” 

When Joe and I moved to the Berkshires, we knew we wanted to attend First 

Church.  My Mom, Meta Ukena, was a member while she was at Kimball Farms 

and we accompanied her many times on Sunday mornings.  Both my parents were 

church musicians so my siblings and I grew up singing in church.  I look forward 

to introducing you all to my sisters, Katha and Amy.    Gratefully,  Liza Catino  

In 2023, the Neighbors 
in Need theme 

BEHOLD! continues. 
This year’s focus is on 
environmental justice. 

Plastics, electronics, 
and other non-

compostable wastes 
are being shipped 

across, and even 
tossed into, our 

waterways, launched 
into space, as well as 

buried in landfills. As 
people of faith, we 

believe these 
egregious acts are 

sinful and unholy. We 
must be better 

stewards of our 
planet!    
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Verses   

1 & 3 
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Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs (1990) 
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