
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                  Ron Hanft 

PRELUDE   My Heart Ever Faithful Cantata 68, J. S. Bach     

FRAMING WORDS              Pastor Brent Damrow 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT / TIME OF GRATITUDE  

*SONG   Come Away from Rush and Hurry, vss. 1 & 3        See page 5 

*CALL TO WORSHIP       Gathering            Terry Wise 
     adapted from Cheryl Lawrie, based on Mark 3:33-35 

One: We gather - people of faith 
All: and no faith, 
One: people of hope 
All: and no hope, 
One: people of peace 
All: and no peace. 

Each week in worship we welcome people to share their prayers.  If you like 

for a worship leader to read your prayer, please fill out a prayer slip. 

For those worshipping at home: you are invited to text the names of those 

attending to 413-644-6435 that we might welcome you.  Please also include 

prayers of joys and concerns as we will name them in worship.  

The First Congregational Church 

of the United Church of Christ 

Stockbridge, Massachusetts 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

October 15, 2023—10:00 a.m. 

continued 



2 

One: we gather with the longing to be made whole again 
All: if just for this time, here and now 

One: we gather with a prayer, 
All: however vague and tenuous, 
One: we gather as a family - siblings in Christ 

All: Beloved children of God 

One: we gather 
All: as ready as we’ll ever be. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE  

TIME WITH CHILDREN    Family, based on Mark 3:33-35 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our God, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.   Amen.    

  Children may go to music / story time. 

INTROIT   Who is My Mother, Who is My Brother, vs. 1          Jack Brown  

CONTEMPORARY READING John O’Donohue, For a Brother or Sister 

                         Margo Davis  

The knowing that binds us 

Is older than the apostrophe of cell 

We formed from within the one womb. 

All that flowed into us there 

From the red village of ancestry 

Sowed spores of continuity  

That would one day flower 

Into flickers of resemblance: 

An unconscious gesture 

Could echo an ancestor, 

And the look of us stir 

Recognition of belonging 

That is ours alone; 

And our difference finding 

Its own rhythm of strangeness, 

Leading us deeper into a self 

That would always know its own 

Regardless of difficulty and distance; 

And through hurt no other could inflict; 

Still somehow beside each other 

Though the night is dark 

With wind that loves 

To clean the bones of ruins, 

Making further room for light. 
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 *HYMN     Who is My Mother, Who is My Brother vss. 2-4      See page 6 

WELCOME                                   Pastor Brent 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING Ruth 1:1-17         Cathy Clark 
In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of 

Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two 

sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the 

names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from 

Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained there. But 

Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. These took 

Moabite wives; the name of one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When 

they had lived there for about ten years, both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the 

woman was left without her two sons or her husband. 

Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she 

had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had had consideration for his people 

and given them food. So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and 

her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of 

Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, ‘Go back each of you to your 

mother’s house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead 

and with me. The Lord grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of 

your husband.’ Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. They said to her, ‘No, we 

will return with you to your people.’ But Naomi said, ‘Turn back, my daughters, why 

will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they may become your 

husbands? Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. 

Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and 

bear sons, would you then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from 

marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for you, because 

the hand of the Lord has turned against me.’ Then they wept aloud again. Orpah 

kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 

So she said, ‘See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return 

after your sister-in-law.’ But Ruth said, 

‘Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you! 

Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; 

your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 

Where you die, I will die—there will I be buried. 

May the Lord do thus and so to me, and more as well, 

if even death parts me from you!’ 
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 SERMON    Clinging           Pastor Brent 

*HYMN    This Is My Song                   See page 7 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

 Remember to place your prayer slips in the offering plates if you would 

 like them lifted. They will be read as written.  

OFFERTORY      There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy         Jack Brown 

     C. Hampton/D. Lasky  

*DOXOLOGY          Lasst Uns Erfreuen 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low;  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, Triune, whom we adore.   

  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT           Jeremy Ridenour 

BRINGING OUR PRAYERS 

PRAYER RESPONSE           God’s Great Peace, Este’s Psalms, 1592  

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 

INVITATIONS                           Pastor Brent 

SENDING PRAYER  from the Narrative Lectionary        Terry Wise 

God of the people, your servant Ruth showed great love when she clung 

to Naomi.  Teach us to show great compassion, and to turn to you when 

we are in need.  Amen  

*HYMN    Sent Forth by God’s Blessing            See pages 8-9 

*BENEDICTION                          Pastor Brent 

 

POSTLUDE     O God, Our Help, Charles Callahan  
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Verses   

1 & 3 
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Verses   

2 & 4 
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 News and Announcements 

Neighbors in Need 

In 2023, the Neighbors in Need theme 

BEHOLD! continues. This year’s focus is 

on environmental justice. Plastics, 

electronics, and other non-compostable 

wastes are being shipped across, and 

even tossed into, our waterways, 

launched into space, as well as buried in 

landfills. As people of faith, we believe 

these egregious acts are sinful and 

unholy. We must be better stewards of 

our planet!    

Southern Berkshire Winter Coat Drive 

Keep your neighbors warm this winter! 

This coat drive is taking place through 

November 9. Please donate gently used 

outerwear for children and adults, e.g. 

winter coats, boots, snowpants, hats, 

gloves and scarves. All must be in 

wearable condition, clean with no stains 

or tears. The goal is 1,000 coats! 

Drop-off boxes: 

Great Barrington: Berkshire South 

Regional Community Center; Muddy 

Brook Elementary, WEB Du Bois Middle 

School, Berkshire Co-Op.  Sheffield: 

Undermountain Elementary School, Mt 

Everett High School, Christ Trinity 

Church.  West Stockbridge:  

Congregational Church. 

If you can’t get to one of these locations, 

contact Cindy Brown for pick-up or  

 

hand-off at church (email: 

cindytoddbrown@gmail.com, text: 413-

446-2623).  Distribution: November 11, 

Berkshire South Regional Community 

Center, Great Barrington.  

Volunteers Welcomed! 

Roles include:  Hospitality – we need 

both greeters for the front walkway and 

hosts for fellowship hour.  Worship – we 

would love to identify folks who want to 

help usher or read.  Storytellers and 

assistants need for our kids in the 

classroom.  Please see the weekly email, 

the church website, or call the office for 

more information. Thanks!  

Save the Date - Music on Main 

Saturday, November 4 at 3:00pm 

The concert series continues! Muneko 

Otani, violin; Ronald Feldman, cello; and 

Hui-Mei Lin, piano, will present works 

by Lili Boulanger, Beethoven, and 

Brahms.  Suggested donation: $25. For 

more information visit the church 

website, stockbridgeucc.org 

Making Connections 

Have you been visiting this church for a 

while and thinking about calling it 

home?  Please contact Pastor Brent to set 

up a time to learn more about what 

membership means, our bold and 

progressive history, and our open and 

hopeful vision for the future.  
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Welcome!  We are an Open and Affirming Church which means that we invite persons of 

every sexual orientation, gender identification and expression, racial and cultural identity, 

age, physical ability, economic circumstance, faith background and family structure to share 

fully in the  ministry, leadership and fellowship of this congregation’s life in Christ. 

The Rev. Brent Damrow, Pastor  

Peter Frost, Minister of Music 

Will Garrison, Administrator  | Marion Pomeroy, Financial Secretary 

Will Curtiss and Will Pohl, Livestream Technicians 

 (413) 298-3137  |  office@stockbridgeucc.org  |  stockbridgeucc.org 

 All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723107 

Music Notes 

In all of the 14 hymnals in my personal collection, I was able to find only one 

hymn that expressed the text for this week from Mark 3:33: "Who is my Mother, 

Who is my Brother?"  Jack Brown will introduce the hymn in the Introit.  After the 

reading that follows, the congregation is invited to complete singing this hymn. 

The Offertory is based on the 1980s Calvin Hampton tune for the well-known text, 

"There's a Wideness In God's Mercy," written in the early 19th Century by 

Frederick William Farber.  In our version today, the Hampton tune is further 

developed in a 2018 setting by David Lasky, which conveys the mystery of God's 

mercy.  Jack Brown brings it all together for us today.  It takes a village to raise a 

hymn.    

      ~ Ron Hanft 


